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Carre’s Grammar School
Admissions Policy 2017 (revised)

Admission at 11+

Carre’s Grammar School is a selective academy and the Governing Body is an Admission Authority in its own right1. The Governing Body determines all decisions about admissions, including this policy, although arrangements for applications for places in Year 7 will be made in accordance with Lincolnshire County Council's co-ordinated admission arrangements.  Parents resident in Lincolnshire can apply online at www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/schooladmissions, they can also apply by telephone, or ask for a hard copy application form by telephoning 01522 782030.  Parents resident in other areas must apply through their home Local Authority.  Carre’s Grammar School will use the Lincolnshire County Council's timetable published online for these applications and the relevant Local Authority will make the offers of places on their behalf as required by the School Admissions Code. 

Students seeking admission to Carre’s Grammar School in Year 7 must firstly have qualified under the school’s selection arrangements by attaining a score of at least the agreed minimum standard in the 11+ selection tests. These are set and standardised by GL Assessment on behalf of the Lincolnshire Consortium of Grammar Schools.

Sitting the 11+ test at Carre’s Grammar School, at one of its feeder primary schools or at any other venue, does not constitute an application for admission.

There are rights to appeal against non-qualification but exceptional circumstances are required for the independent appeal committee to consider. The arrangements for making such an appeal are outlined in the offer letter sent to parents from the Local Authority. The Admission Authority expects appeals to be made by parents within 20 school days after the refusal of a place.

The school’s Published Admission Number is 120 students.

Qualification does not in itself guarantee admission to the school. In the event of the school being oversubscribed with applicants who have reached the required standard, places will be allocated in accordance with the following criteria in the order stated:

(a) A child in public care who has met the qualifying standard for admission to Carre’s Grammar School.
A child in public care, sometimes referred to as ‘looked after’, is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided with accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise of their social services functions (see the definition in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989) at the time of making an application to a school. 

Previously looked after children are children who were looked after, but ceased to be so because they were adopted (or became subject to a child arrangements order or special guardianship order).  This includes children who were adopted under the Adoption Act 1976 (see section 12 adoption orders) and children who were adopted under the Adoption and Children’s Act 2002 (see section 46 adoption orders). 

Child arrangements orders are defined in s.8 of the Children Act 1989, as amended by s.12 of the Children and Families Act 2014. Child arrangements orders replace residence orders and any residence order in force prior to 22 April 2014 is deemed to be a child arrangements order.  Section 14A of the Children Act 1989 defines a ‘special guardianship order’ as an order appointing one or more individuals to be a child’s special guardian (or special guardians).  

__________________________________________

1 Carre’s Grammar School became an Academy on 1 August 2011. Prior to this it was a Foundation School at which time the Governing Body was also an Admission Authority in its own right



(b) Living within the school’s designated area at the time of application.  The designated area is the geographical priority area shown on page 4 of this policy2. Where a child lives at different addresses through shared custody arrangements, the address will be where the child spends the greater amount of time during the school week

(c) Attending from the start of Year 6 one of the eighteen named partner primary schools associated with Carre's Grammar School through Sports and Science outreach work.

(d) A student whose parent(s) has/have been permanently employed at Carre’s Grammar School for two or more years at the time of application, or is/are recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable skill shortage3.

(e) Students who, at the time of admission, have siblings at Carre’s Grammar School. The definition of sibling is ‘a full brother or sister, whether or not living in the same household. Another child normally living for the majority of the term time in the same household, for whom an adult in the household has parental responsibility as defined in the Children Act 1989 or Section 576 of the Education Act 1996’. In the case of twins or siblings in the same cohort and where there is only one place available in the school, both will be considered together provided they are qualified.

(f) Should any places remain unfilled after the application of criteria (a) to (e) above, they will be allocated to those applicants outside the school’s designated area who have achieved the highest marks on the 11+ tests, ranked according to score.

(g) Tie Breaker - should the number of applicants qualifying under criteria (a) to (f) above exceed the number of places available, then places will be offered to those applicants whose place of permanent residence is nearest to the school. This will be by driving distance as measured electronically along public highways using the post office address point of the home to the post office address point of the school.

(h) If two or more children are tied for the last place a lottery will be drawn by an independent person, not employed by the school or working in Children's Service Directorate at the local authority.

The governors must, by law, consider all parents who have sent in a common application form naming the school. In accordance with legislation, the allocation of places for children with the following will take place first: Statement of Special Educational Needs (Education Act 1996) or Education, Health and Care Plan (Children and Families Act 2014) where the school is named and the child is qualified.  Remaining places will be allocated in accordance with this policy.

Entry into Carre’s Grammar School as a member of the Sleaford Joint Sixth Form

Please see separate policy.

Reserve List

For admission into the intake year the governors will keep a waiting list which we call a reserve list. In this school we will only add to the reserve list children who have achieved the required standard in the selection tests.

If we have to refuse a place at our school a qualified child is automatically put on the reserve list, unless a higher preference school has offered a place. This list is in the order of the oversubscription criteria, as required by the School Admissions Code. This means that names can move down the list if someone moves into the area and is higher placed under the oversubscription criteria. The governors must not take account of the time on the list.

For the intake year the list is kept by the Schools Admission Team until the end of August. After this the School Admissions Code requires that schools keep the reserve list until the end of the autumn term.
_____________________________________________________

2 The geographical priority area is based on the area within which Lincolnshire County Council has traditionally provided free home-to-
school transport to Carre’s

3 This is ensure that top grade staff continue to be attracted to the school



Admission of students at other times

Students may be admitted at times other than at 11+ and 16+ provided their admission does not prejudice the provision of efficient education and use of resources. Students must demonstrate that they would benefit from
selective education through the school’s in-year admission selection process.

The school will assess an applicant for his/her academic ability and potential, using a Cognitive Ability Test (CAT). The assessment will evidence whether the candidate’s ability falls within the top 25% of the ability range in the academic year. If there are no places available, the candidate’s name will be placed on a confidential reserve list, ranked according to admissions criteria for entry to Year 7. Parents may appeal to an independent panel against a decision not to admit. Details are available from the Executive Headteacher’s PA.

Children of UK service personnel (UK Armed Forces) posted to the area or Crown Servants returning from overseas

For families of service personnel with a confirmed posting to the area, or Crown Servants returning to live in the area from overseas, the governors will: 

· Allocate a place in advance of the family arriving in the area provided that the child has qualified and the application is accompanied by an official letter that declares a relocation date and a Unit postal address or quartering area address to use when considering the application against the school's oversubscription criteria.
· Accept a Unit postal address or quartering area address for admissions purposes for a service child. 

The governors will not refuse a service child a place because the family does not currently live in the area. 

It may be that we still cannot admit because of organisational or curriculum difficulties within the school, in which case the appeals process may have to be followed. 

Admission of children outside their normal age group 

Parents may seek a place for their child outside of their normal age group, for example, if the child is gifted and talented or has experienced problems such as ill health. Parents wishing to make these requests must contact their home Local Authority for guidance on the procedure to follow.  

It is important for parents to note that they will have the opportunity and responsibility to provide whatever evidence they wish to support their request. Carre’s Grammar School will make decisions on the basis of the circumstances of each case and in the best interests of the child concerned. This will include taking account of:
 
· the parent’s views; 
· any available information about the child’s academic, social and emotional development; 
· where relevant, their medical history and the views of a medical professional; 
· whether they have previously been educated out of their normal age group; 
· any evidence that the child may naturally have fallen into a lower age group if it were not for being born prematurely;
· the views of the Headteacher.

Fair Access

Local Authorities are required to have Fair Access Protocols in order to make sure that unplaced children who live in the home local authority, especially the most vulnerable, are offered a place at a suitable school as quickly as possible. This includes admitting children above the published admissions number to schools that are already full.

Important note

As an admission authority we have the right to investigate any concerns we may have about your application and to withdraw the offer of a place if we consider there is evidence that you have made a fraudulent claim or provided misleading information, for example a false address was given which denied a place to a child with a stronger claim. We reserve the right to check any address and other information provided so we can apply the oversubscription criteria accurately and fairly.

This  policy  has  been  drawn  up  by  the  Admission  Authority  of  Carre’s  Grammar  School.  Before finally determining the policy, the Governing Body has consulted in line with legislative responsibilities.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The following is the designated area for Carre’s Grammar School.	It is based on the area within which Lincolnshire County Council has traditionally provided free home-to-school transport.


	Anwick
	Ewerby Thorpe
	Pointon

	Asgarby
	Folkingham
	Quarrington

	Ashby De La Launde
	Garwick
	Rauceby Hospital

	Aswarby
	Great Hale
	Rowston

	Aunsby
	Haceby
	Roxholme

	Billingborough
	Haverholme
	Ruskington

	Billinghay
	Heckington
	Ruskington Fen

	Billinghay Dales
	Helpringham
	Scopwick

	Birthorpe
	Holdingham
	Scott Willoughby

	Blankney (except Green Man
	Horbling
	Scredington

	Farm)
	Howell
	Sempringham

	Bloxholm
	Kelby
	Silk Willoughby

	Boughton
	Kirkby Green
	Sleaford

	Brauncewell (East of A15)
	Kirkby La Thorpe
	South Kyme

	Bridge End
	Kirkstead Bridge
	South Rauceby

	Burton Pedwardine
	Labour in Vain Drove
	Spanby

	Byards Leap
	Leasingham
	Stow

	Chapel Hill
	Little Hale
	Swarby

	Cranwell
	Little Wisbech
	Swaton

	Crofton
	Martin and Martin Fen
	Tattershall Bridge

	Dembleby
	Metheringham
	Temple Bruer

	Digby
	Metheringham Fen
	Temple High Grange

	Digby Fen
	Millthorpe
	Thorpe Latimer

	Digby RAF
	Newton
	Thorpe Tilney

	Dogdyke (Dogdyke Parish)
	North Kyme
	Thorpe Tilney Dales

	Dorrington
	North Kyme Fen
	Threekingham

	East Heckington
	North Rauceby
	Timberland

	Evedon
	Northbeck
	Walcot near Folkingham

	Ewerby
	Osbournby
	Walcott

	Ewerby Fen
	Pickworth
	Wilsford




The following schools are formally linked to Carre's Grammar School through the Sports and Science outreach programme. Students who are attending one of the eighteen schools stated below at the start of Year 6 will be regarded as being eligible for admission under (c).

Ancaster Church of England Primary School, Caythorpe Primary School, Cranwell Primary School, Heckington Church of England Primary School, Helpringham Primary School, Kirkby La Thorpe Church of England Primary School, Leadenham Church of England Primary School, Leasingham St  Andrew’s Church of England Primary School, Metheringham Primary School, Navenby Church of England Primary School, Rauceby Church of England Primary School, Ruskington Chestnut Street Church of England Primary School, Ruskington Winchelsea Primary School, Sleaford Church Lane Primary School, Sleaford Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Primary School, Sleaford St Botolph’s Church of England Primary School, Sleaford The William Alvey Church of England School and The Welbourn Church of England Primary School.
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